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Ethics Proposal

Student name	Response

Student ID	Reponses

Programme title	Response	

College attended	Response

Mode of delivery	☐ Full Time		☐ Part Time	

Project Title

Type response here

This research project is (cross only one)

☐ Primary and secondary research	☐ Action research

☐ Primary research only	☐ Secondary research only

SECTION A.	THE RESEARCH PROJECT

[bookmark: _Int_Su9UE6pO]A1. Aims
What are the aims of your research?

Type response here
(Guidance: Clear aims of the research project – be concise)

A2. Project Description
Describe the project, identifying clearly who will be your participants; where your research is to take place; and why you have chosen this group of participants

Type response here
(Guidance: The description should include:
· Methodology – quantitative, qualitative, action research, mixed methodology, etc
· Method – interviews, questionnaires, focus group etc
· Will your questionnaires be handed out via teams?  Created on forms?   Or handed out within a session?  Will your focus group be face to face?  Or via teams?
· Sample – size, gender, age, sampling technique, where obtained eg University Centre and why chosen, course of study, level of study)

A3. Risk: Researchers and Participants
Please provide a statement explaining any risk to the researcher and participants in undertaking the research

Type response here
(Guidance: This should discuss any risk to self or others. It cannot be assumed that no risk is occurring when 
undertaking ANY research. Consider the following:
· Has the building been risked assessed?
· Consider what support you could offer students if the research was emotive in any way for example, investigating depression – could provide college counsellor details and external agencies such as Mind
· Educational research – could provide college counsellor, academic achievement coach and success coach
NB College support services are only available to staff and students and not to members of the public)

[bookmark: _Int_N8jF4pYz]A4. Risk: Prevent
Does this form require risk assessment around the prevent duty? If yes, please give further details.

Type response here

SECTION B.	Consent; confidentiality and anonymity

B1. What steps have you taken to ensure that participation is voluntary?

Type response here
(Guidance: This should state that they will not be paid for participation – it should state clearly that participants will not be coerced and that there will be no implications to the participant if they do not wish to take part)

B2. What information is being given to participants?
The proposed Information Sheet must be included.

Type response here

B3. How is consent being obtained?
The proposed Consent Form must be included; the information sheet and consent form may be one document

Type response here

B4. If you are using Children and Vulnerable Adults (undergraduates should be aware that Ethical approval will very rarely be given for direct access to this type of sample group) how is informed consent being obtained? The proposed Consent Form must be included.

Type response here
(Guidance: Where children may not be able to give written consent consider how you will explain the research to them and alternative ways they can give consent)

B5. How are you ensuring that participants are aware of their right to withdraw?

Type response here
(Guidance: This should clearly state the right to withdraw in accordance with ethical guidelines for example, participants have the right to withdraw before, during or immediately after the research has been undertaken however if they are completing a questionnaire they cannot withdraw once it has been returned to the researcher due to anonymity unless a code is generated/given. Explain how to create the code for example, two letters and two numbers, or state up to two weeks after completion of the research but be mindful that a participant may not know the ‘date’ of completion in this instance)– should also state that once withdrawn then the questionnaire will be destroyed etc

B6. How will confidentiality and anonymity of participants/subjects be secured?

Type response here
(Guidance: All collected data should be stored in a locked filing cabinet or password protected computer, aligning with GDPR (2018). Participants should not give their names, student numbers or any other identifiable features. It should be made clear in this section how they will get this information across to the participant. State here anonymity is ensured by a generated/given code.  State also that you will destroy participants data, including transcripts and recordings if appropriate, once the research project has been completed in line with GDPR (2018).)

Student/Researcher

I acknowledge that I must not progress with my project until I have been given authorisation to do so by either the Area/Faculty Research Ethics Co-ordinator or the Chair of the Ethics Committee and that I must not deviate from the approved proposal including any conditions set.

Signed:

Date:

Project Supervisor
Name:	

Signed:	

Date:	

Authorisation – Area/Faculty Research Ethics Co-ordinator (cross only one)

☐ Approved		☐ Not approved		☐ Progressed to Committee level

Comments:

Type comments here

Name:	

Signed:	

Date:	


This form will be retained for the purposes of assurance of compliance and audit for six years from the end of the academic year the proposal is made.
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